L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Political Science 3337 FA

Canadian Federalism

FALL 2005 ESSAY TOPICS

Due: November 18, 2005

Length:  3,000 words
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  1) 
Examine language policy at the federal level and at the provincial level in Quebec. 

  2) 
Evaluate the federal government’s approach to Quebec’s secession since the 1995 referendum. In this regard consider the 1998 Supreme Court opinion on Quebec secession and the federal government‘s Clarity Act.

  3)
Examine immigration policy from both a federal and provincial perspective. Compare Quebec and Ontario’s role in immigration policy and relationship with the federal government in this field.

  4) 
Examine the federal government’s role in Medicare. Does it have influence in health care policy which is commensurate with its financial contribution? Will the federal government’s transfer of $40 billion over 10 years reduce waiting times for medical procedures? 

  5) 
What is the appropriate role of provincial governments in foreign policy? Should the federal government speak for Canadians abroad? 

  6) What is the impact of the shift of trading patterns from east west to north south? Does this potentially undermine the system of fiscal federalism as Thomas Courchene argues?

  7) 
What role has Ontario played in Confederation? What goals should Ontario pursue?  You may consider the topic from a constitutional and/or a fiscal perspective. 

  8) 
Examine the federal government’s efforts to protect the national market. Have we achieved internal free trade?

  9) 
Examine federal and provincial roles in environmental policy. Are they complementary?

10) 
Should Canada adopt a more “intra-state” approach to Canadian federalism? That is should the federal character of the country be more fully represented within national institutions?

